Rock River Township
Alger County, Michigan

Regular Planning Commission Mtg
June 12th, 2023   (proposed minutes)
Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM   

Pledge of Allegiance

Members present: Tammy Shega, Renee McLaughlin, Don Johnson, Jon Rondeau, and Rowan Bunce

Guests:   Michael Saberniac, Martha Saberniac, Scott Bunce, Ron LeJeune, Cindy Kallio, Jana Hytinen, Edith Nelson, Dawn Rondeau, Kathy LaRock, and Jon & Chris Lindquist. 
Motion by Rowan and supported by Renee to approve the March 20th meeting minutes.

Motion by Rowan and supported by Jon to approve the April 10th meeting minutes.

Motion by Renee and supported by Rowan to approve the May 8th meeting minutes with correction of guest name.
Approval of Agenda – motion by Rowan and seconded by Renee to approve the agenda.

Public Hearing for Conditional Use of VR opened at 7:15.
Jon and Chris Lindquist Conditional Use application presented by Trevor explaining that we are grandfathering them in due to issues with the earlier process of application.  Owner lives on the property and take care of the tiny home themselves.  Joe Silk will need to inspect after we approve.   Rowan explained that the building inspector didn’t have an outline fitting a tiny house and did not confirm an inspection.   Don asked if there was anyone in attendance that wanted to comment.   There is no public comment or correspondence regarding this property.    Jon Lindquist indicated that since there is a tiny house so there aren’t large groups who stay there.    

Closed public hearing for board discussion.
Renee proposes that we adopt items 1-4 of our proposed regulations.   1.  Owner must provide full contact information for alternate contact.   2.  2 car parking limit.   3.  10-7am quiet time.    4. No fireworks.    5.  Occupancy is approved pending inspection.
Motion to approve the application with the 5 conditions for this conditional use by Rowan and supported Renee.   

Roll Call – all ayes.   Motion passed.

Open Public hearing for Conditional Use of VR at 7:35.
Trevor read a letter written by applicants explaining how the property became a vacation rental.    Very similar to the Lindquist property in regard to proximity to neighbors and owners are right across the road.     
Mike Saberniac only mentions that there are limited neighbors.   Martha Saberniac lives near and  indicated that there has never been any problems.     With no other public comment, the public hearing is closed for the board.

The conditions will mirror what was discussed for the previous hearing.     1.  Owner must provide full contact information for alternate contact.   2.  2 car parking limit.   3.  10-7am quiet time.    4. No fireworks.    5.  Occupancy is approved pending inspection.
Motion made by Rowan and supported by Renee to approve the Conditional Use application with a correction of the number of square feet.   

Roll Call – motion passes with all ayes.   

Regular meeting opened at 7:52
Communications – letter by Cindy Kallio regarding the differences of permitted and conditional use.

ZA report.   Trevor has issued about 15 compliance permits.  This will most likely be his last zoning report since the board hopes to hire a ZA soon.    

Old business - Rowan reintroduced the concept and packet of Conditional Uses since we did not go over them at the last meeting.  Rowan and Renee discussed page 128 in the zoning ordinance, noting that all of the standards for the structure to enforce were there.  We do not have any way or number of personnel to enforce permitted uses.   Discussion regarding the differences of permitted vs conditional use.   If we have a zoning ordinance that does not meet the needs of the township, we need to fix that.    

Motion by Rowan to approve the Conditional packet, seconded by Tammy.   Roll Call vote Rowan – aye, Renee - nay, Jon - nay, Don -nay, Tammy - aye.   Motion failed.      
Move that we have a PC work session on Friday the 23rd by Renee and supported by Rowan.   All ayes.       

Announcements – township clean up days – filled 3 full dumpsters of garbage and almost 3 full of tires.   Lots of metal was also collected.   Thanks to the people on the township board and volunteers who made it possible.  

Public comment.

Bunce – land uses have a unique and special use that requires a conditional use permitting process.    This is what he heard at the first public hearing – the public wanted to have these conditional.     Totally going to push the conditional use permit because of the unique surrounding land uses.   First thing we did after the township board gave us this task was to put a new fee schedule up FOR conditional uses.   This board has not produced actual work within the year other than that.   
LaJuene – Planning commission is not following their by-laws.  Procedure was not followed when the RP10 was changed.   
Case - He is looking at an old set of bylaws from when the county oversaw zoning.    

Rondeau - #1 is to protect her land use.   Does not want to come back to the board to ask permission.    
LaRock – likes conditional use for this area.
Kallio – 15+ years of experience on RR Planning.    Surprised how Don J voted because he has been involved with problems with permitted uses.    Needs to level the playing field for owners and neighbors.     Feels like we are asking for more police powers with permitted use than what a conditional use would need.
Case – has been at the last two meetings.  Didn’t even review what Rowan brought us before we started on the permitted use even though that’s what had been worked on throughout.      

McLaughlin – has tremendous respect for fellow PC commission members.    Its hard work and we are doing good work.   
Motion adjourned at 8:53.
